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of the Assam Valley they -would not have  grumbled   at   the   attitude   of   bargaining
they had adopted.   The Bills when put to the vote were carried.
THE GOVERNOR'S FAREWELL SPEECH
This finished the business of the House and His Excellency Sir Michael Keane,
the Governor then said good-bye to the members of the Council. He observed that it
was goodbye not only to the personnel of the Council but to an epoch of India's
constitutional history.
He traced tentative approach to the principle of co-operation in place of autocratic
command to the year 1861 when Indians to represent Indian opinion were for the
first time taken into the Legislature of the country,
The remarkable progress, said His Excellency, that India had made towards the
goal of responsible Government was no accident if it derived initially from the liberal
spirit that was the historic heritage of the people of England. Those Indians who
undertook iu the face of calumny and misrepresentation to co-operate with the
Government in the measured advance of the great constitutional work had played a
predominant part in making the experiment success.
His Excellency observed that the men who set out to sabotage the Constitution in
1921 and failed were curiously enough pledging themselves to pursue the same futile
policy once more. He was sure that they would fail again too.
His Excellency emphasised that the crucial fact of the new Constitution was that
the Government of the country would be wholly the peoples own Government. Public
opinion was awakening he said but it would take time before the ryot possessing the
vote realised that by the opinion he could control Government.
Continuing His Excellency said that the party system so essential in a represen-
tative form of government was still Haid and imperfect in this country, that its growth
was being hampered by divisions and cleavages not primarily based on political ideas
and needs with a view to obtaining the best form of responsible Government. He
commended amity and co-operation between classes and the levelling of communal
distinctions in the essential task of promoting the common weal.
His Excellency emphasised that the welfare of the millions of the people who live
on the land must be the first care of statesmanship and their protection should be
the first criterion of good government. He thought that on the eve of an election
those of the peasantry who would for the first time have votes would be entitled to
ask and to be told what the members did for the peasant. The Land Revenue Reas-
sesment Act, he stated, would in the future secure the regulation of land revenue
assessment by Statute and not by Executive order and as such would prove of great
value to the agriculturist. The Moneylenders' Act and the Debt Conciliation Act aimed
at solutions of the debt problem of the people. His Excellency complimented the
Council on their co-operation in the scheme for rural development and the improve-
ment of the water supply in village and communications in the province.
Referring to the financial position His Excellency pointed out that stable finance
was a condition precedent to the success of the new Constitution. He congratulated
the Council for passing the Stamp and Court Pees Bills which the Government
brought forward as one of the means to meet the menace of an unbalanced budget
and said that this was a fair and promising augury for the future. The problem of
unemployment among the middle classes, the establishment of an agricultural institute
and a university in Assam were three particular things which His Excellency greatly
regretted his Government could not tackle for want of money. He hoped that the
new Government would before long find themselves in a position to solve these pro-
blems with success.
Concluding, His Excellency quoted the remark His Excellency the Viceroy made
recently that the spirit in which a Constitution was worked counted more than the
letter in which it was written. He believed that members would show the same
spirit of accommodation in the future as they had done in the past, that they would
maintain the reign of law intact and would advance on the road of orderly progress
that India had f qllowed far the last 150 years.
Sir Michael then declared the Council prorogued.